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“An institution supposed to have been introduced into England by order
of William the Conqueror, which consisted in the ringing of a bell or bells
at eight o'clock at night, at which signal the people were required to
extinguish all lights in their dwellings, and to put out or rake up their fires,
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and retire to rest, and all companics 1o disperse. The word s probabily

derived from the French couvre-fen. 10 cover the fire. The curfew g spoken

of in | Social England 373. as having been ordained by William 1, in order
lo prevent nightly gatherings of the people of England. But the cusiom is
evidently older than the Norman: for we find an order of King Alfred tha
the inhabitants of Oxford should at the nnging of that bell cover up their
fires and go 10 bed. And there is evidence that the same practice prevailed at
this peried in France, Normandy, Spain, and probably in most of the other
countries of Europe. Henry, Hist. of Britain, vol. 3, 567. It was doubtless
intended as a precaution against fires, which were very frequent and
destructive when most houses were built of wood. It appears to have met
with so much opposition that in 1103 we find lenry 1. repealing the
enactment of his father on the subject: and Blackstone says that, though it is
mentioned a century afierwards. it is rather spoken of as a time of night than
as a still subsisting custom. Shakespeare frequently refers to il in the same

sense.” (emphasis is mine)

- Black’s Law Dictionary at page 457

“Curfew is a rule that evervone must stay at home between particular times.

usually at night, especially during a war or a period of political trouble.”

(emphasis is mine)

-Cambridge Dictionary —
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Curfew.
16(1) Where the President considers it necessary to do so for

[ 5. 8 of the maintenance of public order in anv area, he may, by

1959] Order published in the Gazetie, direct that, subject to such
exemption as may be made by that Order or by any subsequent
Order made under this section, no person in such area shall,
between such hours as may be specified in the Order, be on any
public road, miiwa}‘, public park, public recreation ground or
other public ground or the seashore except under the authority of
a wrilten permit granted by such person as may be specified in

the Order.

(2) In subsection (1), “public road™ includes any rondway over a

public bridge, any pavement, drain embankment or ditch
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belonging of appertaining 10 a public road.

(3) If any person conlravencs an Order made under this section,
he shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction afier
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable 10 rigorouy
imprisonment lor a term not exceeding one month or 10 a fine
not exceeding one hundred rupees or to both such imprisonment

and fine.

(4) Where a person accused of the offence of contravening an
Order made under this section is ordered by the court 1o be
released on bail or on his executing a bond without suretics for
his appearance in court, the amount of the bail bond or of the
bond without suretics shall nol exceed five hundred
rupees.(emphasis is mine)
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14(1) Every citizen is entitled to-

publication;

(b)the freedom of peaceful assembly;

(c) the freedom of association;

(d)the freedom to form and join a trade union;

(e)the freedom, either by himself or in association with

others, and either in public or in private, to manifest his
religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and

teaching;

(f) the freedom by himself or in association with others 1o

enjoy and promote his own culture and to use his own
[ﬂnguage;

(g)the freedom 1o engage by himself or in association with
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husiness or enlerprise;
(h)the freedom of movement-and of choosing his residence

within Sri Lanka; and

(i) the freedom to return to Sri Lanka. (emphasis is mine)

15(7) The exercise and operation of all_the tundamental rights

declared and recognized bv Aricles 12, 13 (1), 13 (2) and 14

shall be subject to such restrictions as may be prescribed by law

in the interests of national securily, public order and the

protection of public_heahh or morality, or for the purpose of
securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms
of others. or of meeting the just requirements of the general

Existine written _law _and unwritten law 1o continue in_force.

Remedy for the infringement of fundamental rights by executive
action, welfare of a democratic society. For the purposes of this
paragraph " law " includes regulations made under the law for

the time being relating to public security.(emphasis is mine)

16(1) All existing written law and unwritten law shall be valid and

operative_notwithstanding any inconsistency with the preceding
provisions of this Chapter.

(2) The subjection of any person on the order of a competent court to any

form of punishment recognized by any existing written law shall not be a
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